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the Guild is trying to do
By S. W. Andrews, Chairman
ths since the formation of The Amateur Winemakers' National Guild
,
the Executive Committee this has been a time of great activity .
t a workable organisation and mechanism set up so that new members
n me Guild with the minimum delay. I sincerely hope that as a result, there
f new faces on the panel of judges for the National in 1965; but before this –
still remains a great deal of work to be done. Nevertheless, I am confident .
husiasm and hard work of the Executive Committee, on whose shoulders the
'itab1y fall, our aim will be achieved .
has now completed the draft of a
will comprise The Constitution, The
for Judges, a set of model rules for wine
and a comprehensive collection of schedules
of show; from the single class in the village to the more complicated multiple-class show such as the National. The
handbook will also contain a great deal of useful information for the exhibitor, and hints for the judges and stewards.
There has been some criticism of the way in which the Guild was formed. It has been said that the Conference Committee
had no mandate to form the Guild. This, of course, is true; it is also true it had no mandate ???? to form the Guild. The
fact is that a Guild would undoubtedly have been formed by some winemakers in the movement, and the Committee felt it
was ????? to have the Guild under the aegis of the Conference Committee than to have a private venture within the
movement, with inevitable duplication, and a possible ??hism.
It is an indisputable fact that some co-ordination of the work of judges was very necessary. There were far too many
anomalies existing between the judges ; some were disqualifying exhibits for minor faults in presentation, and there were
differences on matters of principle. There were also many differences in the interpretation of the marking sheets, which in
themselves showed a great variation.
Such irregularities lead inevitably to some criticism of the judges and of the procedure and the net result was
dissatisfaction amongst the competitors. Obviously the time had come to regularise the whole question of wine
adjudication. The suggestion that a Guild of Judges should be formed was put before the Conference Committee by Mr. B.
C. Turner. As a result, although it was foreseen that there would probably be criticism from some winemakers, a steering
sub-committee was formed to work out a plan of formation which would be acceptable to the majority.
Every aspect was fully discussed at the first meeting of the sub-committee. It was decided after giving the matter very
careful consideration, to recommend that in order to be as objective as possible, the panel of judges which had been
carefully selected by the Conference Committee to form the panel for the National Show in 1964, should also be asked to
meet and be founder members of the Guild.
This decision in itself has been criticised but the plain fact was that we had to have a membership, that we had to start
somewhere, and that we had to have a clear dividing line between" In " and" Out." This was the simplest and most clear
cut method we could devise. The intention was to enlarge the membership as soon as regular means of doing so could be
drawn up.
Whilst it was realised that this was not the ideal solution it was felt to be the most likely one to succeed. I suppose some
criticism was inevitable. One cannot please all the people all the time; any birth is bound to be accompanied by labour
pains, and the success of the birth depends to large extent on the co-operation of the parent. However, I am sure that the
majority of discerning winemakers within the movement will understand and appreciate the difficulties surrounding the
formation of the Guild.
I can assure all concerned that throughout the committee stage, the formation of the Guild and the preparation of the very
detailed handbook, the thought uppermost in the mind of the committee and members has been " What is going to be best
for the movement? " Certainly there has been more concentrated thought and effort given to the venture by the Guild
Committee than to any other organised work within the amateur winemaking movement.
I hope that when the handbook is published all who are interested in becoming judges of wine and who have the basic
qualifications as stated in the handbook will sit for the examination, and through that examination apply for membership
of the Guild.
The aim of the Guild is to have a large body of qualified judges domiciled in all parts of Great Britain, who will be able at
any time to meet the requirements of show secretaries. In this way all competitors in wine exhibition will be assured of
fair and discriminating appraisal of their exhibits.

