THE STORY OF
"THE NATIONAL
A lthough wine and beerm aking has
been a handicraft that has been prac
tised for centuries, it is only in the last
twenty five years that the practitioners
have become organised. On the 18th
May, 1959, the first “ N ational” was
held in A ndover, H ants. The event was
called the N ational Congress of A m at
eur W inemakers. 170 winemakers
from various parts of the country
attended for the one-day show. Despite
its success there did not at the tim e
appear to be any great enthusiasm to
take the m atter any further.
D ue greatly to the persistence of the
B ournem outh W inemaking Circle, a
further Conference and Show was held
in B ournem outh in the A pril o f 1960.
Three hundred winemakers attended
and entered 600 bottles of wine in the
21 classes. Shortly following the
conference a comm ittee was form ed
under the chairm anship o f M r. Cyril
Berry, with M r. Cyril C. Lucas as
treasurer, under the title “ N ational
Association o f A m ateur W inem akers” .
From this modest beginning the move
m ent flourished with astonishing ra p 
idity, due to the h ard w ork o f the early
comm ittee members.
W ith the ever-increasing popularity
o f beerm aking, the title o f the N ational
was eventually changed to include
beermakers.
The com m ittee endeavours to hold
the N ational Conference and Show at
venues in different parts of the country
so th at each year at least some o f the
members do not have too far to travel.
Alas, success has its attendant pro b 
lems and o f latter years the attendance
has been so great that it is only with
great difficulty th at venues could be
found that had the space to house over
4,000 bottles, with a lecture room and
space for a dance for over 1,000 per
sons, with tables and chairs.

The N ational has always been the
country’s largest wine and beer show
and it is mainly due to their forw ard
thinking th at their shows have been the
form at from which the Federations
and Circles have taken their guide. It
says m uch for their democracy of the
N ational th at an open section has
always m aintained in the show classes,
thus allowing wine and beerm akers to
enter even if they were not members of
the N .A.W .B. It was hoped by the
comm ittee that, by this example, most
winemakers would eventually join as
members and thus support the move
ment by their subscriptions. U nfor
tunately this has not proved to be the
case and m any wine and beermakers
still avail themselves o f the N ational
Show but do not feel moved to jo in the
movement. Happily, the comm ittee is
still optimistic th at this attitude will
change in the future. M em bers do have
the advantage in that the m ajority o f
classes are for M embers Only.
The N ational comm ittee is ever
alert to the problem s o f legislation that
could be enacted to the detrim ent o f
wine and beer m akers by the G overn
ment. M oreso now th at we are members
o f the E.E.C. The N ational rem ains the
main organisation o f wine and beer
m akers to com bat any legislation th at
m ay be m ade to the am ateur’s disad
vantage. It is now “ The N ational
A ssociation of Wine and Beermakers
(A m ateur).”
The N ational is one o f the few
national organisations which does not
have any paid staff. The committee
give all their services free and it speaks
highly o f their enthusiasm th at they
are prepared to give such h ard work
for the pleasure o f helping fellow wine
and beer makers.
All members are kept inform ed of
their com m ittee’s plans and progress
by means of a quarterly News Letter,

as well as advising the latest moves and
developments in wine and beermaking.
Are YOU a mem ber of the N .A.
W.B. ? If not, why n o t jo in w ithout
delay and become a mem ber o f the
country’s leading organisation of wine
and beer m akers? H elp to support the
organisation th at supports you. A nnual
m em bership commences on the 1st
July each year. All enquiries to the
H on. secretarys: M r. D . Ives, 33
H ew orth R oad, Y ork Y 0 3 0AA or
Mr. K. R. T. Bilham, “ H autescave” ,
4c Summerhill Villas, Susan W ood,
Chislehurst, Kent.
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